ever lived, have been engaged in its elucidation. However, from many of these philosophers having started on wrong principles, and having attempted explanations of things beyond the province of the human intellect, their works have been productive of little or no benefit to mental science. Though many works on mental science will merely awaken wonder at their production and object in the minds of those who peruse them, and not a few will be buried in oblivion ; yet many writings on this science, both of ancient and modern times, distinguished for their great utility, and bearing upon them the stamp of true genius, will remain, through all time, the noblest productions of human reason, and imperishable monuments of departed greatness, of intellectual worth, of true nobility.
However much mental science may have been obscured, and its progress retarded by the subtilties, false theories, idle speculations, and mysticisms of authors, and by other causes just alluded to, it must nevertheless be admitted that the study of the human mind is one of the noblest and most important which can engage the attention of mankind. That on which Socrates discoursed, on which Plato reasoned, on which some of the ablest and best of men, in all ages, have exercised their thoughts, on which so much genius and philosophy, so much research, labour, and piety have been expended, cannot be indifferent to mankind in general. It surely concerns man to know the powers and susceptibilities of that Divine essence, that mysterious principle within him, which thinks, and wills, and reasons; which elevates him above the irrational creation, and gives him the mastery over the material world; which enables him to survey the past, and anticipate the future, and to rise from the contemplation of the finite to the infinite, from the visible to the invisible; which raises him to the semblance of an angel, or sinks him to the level of a fiend, and which is destined to endless woe, or to everlasting bliss. Shall man, then, carry his researches into every department of the arts, and attempt with unabated ardour to sink the " plummet of his intelligence" still deeper into the abyss of infinity, and watch the operations of nature in her varied and most secret haunts; and shall ho not turn his thoughts, and observe the curious phenomena, the wondrous world of thought and action, that is constantly going on within himself,?phenomena, more curious, more wonderful by far give him the mastery of his will, make him firm in purpose and resolve, and fit him for the proper discharge of the duties and responsibilities of life.
